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Social Reform through Gandhi’s Nai Talim

GRF Residential Research
Fellowship Program caters
annually to 4-6 scholars,

activists, social workers, or public
figures who conduct intensive
applied research during a period
of 3-6 months to underscore the
relevance of Gandhian solutions
for tackling contemporary
problems and crises.

This new column will present
selected contributions from the
fellows as well as their findings.

Rushikesh Kirtikar is a Ph.D.
Researcher in Education from
Tata Institute of Social Sciences,
Mumbai and also a Residential
Research Fellow at the Gandhi
Research Foundation, Jalgaon,
pursuing his research under
the guidance of Prof. Gita
Dharampal, on Work-centric
Education whereby he has
selected Gandhi's Nai Talim
School at Sevagram, focusing on
its teaching-learning practices
based on productive work.

- Editor
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Mahatma Gandhi, who is
recognised as a national leader of the
Indian Independence movement, also
presented his thoughts on education
extensively in his writings. His thoughts
emerged from his experiments on
education with his own children and
children at the Tolstoy farm in South
Africa, and subsequently, after 1915,
by his analysis of the problems and
needs of the Indian population on
the subcontinent. These thoughts
on education which later became
popularly known as ‘Nai Talim’ or ‘Basic
Education’ were formally discussed
in the Wardha Education Conference
on 22 — 23 Oct. 1937 with the aim of
thereby providing the fundamental
basis for the National Education system
foranindependent India.

Nai Talim emerged due to the
discontent with then contemporary
colonial education system which
focused on achieving competency in
the three Rs, namely Reading, Writing
and Arithmetic. Notably, its aim was
to prepare the Indian youth simply
for clerical jobs. Gandhi recognised
this narrow approach to education
and clearly displayed his objection to
it. He realised its destructive nature
that disconnected the child from his
home background and disabled him
for any kind of productive work in
the future.

Gandhi proposed an alternative
in the form of Nai Talim and called it
‘Education through life’ and ‘for life’.
According to him an education for life
should be holistic in nature in order
to facilitate the development of the
intellectual, physical as well as the
spiritual faculties of a child, using the
3 Hs, namely the Head, Hands and Heart.
Education through life means that the
child learns through getting involved
in real life activities and not just being
restricted to classroom teaching or
books. Therefore, Gandhi proposed that
all education should be given through
some kind of vocational or productive
work called ‘crafts’ such as spinning,
weaving, agriculture, carpentry,
cooking, etc. Through engaging in
these crafts, Gandhi illustrated how
the child would not only learn the
respective vocations, but would also
gain knowledge of arithmetic, science,
geography, history and economics. He
would learn about community living
and working cooperatively towards
meeting the daily requirements of life in
tune with the principle of non-violence.

For Gandhi, Nai Talim was not just
an education for the child’s
development. It was also a tool for
village upliftment and a medium of
larger social reform. Gandhi’s idea
of Village Swaraj was blended with
education; he was against separating
village upliftment into water-tight



Mahatma Gandhi distributing mangoes to children after prayer at Juhu Beach, Bombay,
May/June 1944. Left: Gandhi's hostess, Sumati Morarjee.

compartments. The life of the studentin
Nai Talim was to be closely connected
with the needs and problems of the
community, so that the student could
become an active citizen who received
education by working towards these
local needs and problems. According
to Gandhi, this would promote the
self-reliance of villages in a multi-
dimensional way.

Reviving Nai Talim today

Nai Talim could not survive in India
for long due to challenges at various
levels, such as lack of socio-political
support and problems in implementing
the core learning principles of Nai
Talim. If we want to revive Nai Talim
today, it needs to be contextualised
according to the present needs of the
society. There are a few schools which
are already adopting its principles to
a certain extent. Vigyan Ashram in
Pabal village of Maharashtra is one
such institution inspired by Nai Talim
which aims at using science and
technology to address village problems
through offering a one-year Diploma
course in Rural Technology. It also
attempts to integrate such education
in a large number of schools through
part-time involvement. The students
design equipment, machines and
infrastructure for agricultural needs,
make processed food and learn all the
practical knowledge involved. ‘We the
people’ is another organisation in Pune
that aims to provide civic education
to school children by following an
‘Education through life’ approach. It
teaches children how they can use their
constitutional rights toraise community
issues by approaching the local
government authorities. For instance,
school children formally approached
authorities to get street lights repaired,
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have school compound walls built
under RTE, get zebra crossings placed
on roads and similar other initiatives by
researching into the specific problems,
studying policies and finding solutions
through advocacy, and simultaneously,
in the process, receiving practical
civic education.

Anand Niketan school in Sewagram
is one of the first Nai Talim school that is
trying to provide formal education while
still adopting the Nai Talim approach.
A lot of experiments are needed in
this direction for strengthening the
teaching-learning practices of Nai Talim.

When India is confronted with a
range of issues such as unemployment
and a lack of skills, inadequacies in
health and sanitation, addiction, infant
mortality, female foeticide, water
scarcity and many more, today presents
anideal opportunitytousetheimmense
potential of education like that of Nai
Talim to bring about the required
change. There is already a growing
dissatisfaction among the present
generation with the current education
system, and increasing unemployment
among the youth is fuelling its unused
energy and slowly converting it into
rage. There does not seem to be a
better time to start experimenting on
an alternative form of education.

The Gandhi Research Foundation
hasstarteditsworkinruraldevelopment
under the Ba Bapu 150 project whereby
education is an important element.
Therearenumerousotherorganisations
working on rural development as well
as on urban issues. Instead of focusing
on dealing with problems through
independent programmes, a more
viable approach of addressing these
issues through education should be

experimented with so that finding
solutions to problems becomes
integrated in the school curriculum
itself. A simple initiative of planting
and nurturing at least one tree in the
community per month by each school
child as part of the curriculum can
contribute towards a single school
planting a thousand trees annually.
For the child it becomes a learning
opportunity to understand the growth
of plants and botanical science,
natural environment’s association with
geography and climatic conditions,
the relevance of trees in the context
of climate change, and many similar
domains of knowledge. This approach
would enable the child to nurture an
attitude of care and responsibility
towards the environment. In this
manner the child’s own growth would
run parallel to the growth of plants she
planted. All that is needed to initiate
this development, is to facilitate the
emergence of innovative ideas by
community organisations and the
enthusiastic participation by schools.

At a time when Nai Talim is not
yet formally recognised by the
government, we need such small
steps to be able to sow the seeds of
Nai Talim. Once communities gradually
begin to witness their power of social
change, it would not take long for such
education to gradually grow roots
in the country. Since the top-down
approach has already failed with Nai
Talim, it is the responsibility of schools
and other community organisations to

experiment  with a bottom-
up approach. For this we need
to develop the perspective that

community problems can be addressed
through schools and other education
institutions, and to realise that
education is not restricted within the
school compound alone. Each child and
every school has the potential to bring
about crucial community reforms. This
is a perspective that still seems to be
missing in the development practices
of the country. Nelson Mandela has
called education the biggest tool for
social change; it is time we realise
this immense power of education in
everyday life.

Rushikesh Kirtikar,

Research Fellow,
Gandhi Research Foundation
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Dadaji's unstinting commitment
An enduring inspiration for the GRF

¢ winw et @ | SHER), 030

| had the privilege to personally
meet Justice Dr. Chandrashekhar S.
Dharmadhikari after the last rites had
been performed for our charismatic
founder of the Gandhi Teerth. The
intensity of Dadaji's distress rendered
explicit the deep emotional affinity
he shared with and experienced for
Bade Bhau. Thanks to his extraordinary
feeling of kinship, and despite being
completelyshakenbythelatter'ssudden
demise, as a preeminent Gandhian
stalwart, Dadaji solemnly pledged
his absolute commitment towards
strengthening Bade Bhau’s visionary
project of Gandhi Teerth or Gandhi

Research Foundation. Dharmadhikari
ji considered this institution the ideal
venue and instrument for promoting
the Gandhian legacy to inspire, in
particular, the present and future
generations in India and the global
arena. Dadaji's pledge has inspired us,
the GRF team, to unstintingly dedicate
ourselves towards transforming the
Gandhi Teerth into a vibrant vehicle
for propagating Gandhian practice and
values in today’s world.

Prof. Gita Dharampal,

Gandhi Research Foundation, Jalgaon

X X



Justice Dharmadhikari appreciated the induction of a young leader into the GRF. Smt. Ambika Jain's first meeting with Dadaji
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Invoking

Justice Dharmadhikari's legacy for the GRF

| have done a B.A. LLB (Hons.) from
Jindal Global Law School, Sonipat.
After graduation, worked with a senior
lawyer at Rajasthan High Court, Jaipur.
Post my wedding | moved to Jalgaon
and became part of the Jain family. After
| was given an orientation of the various
businesses and social initiatives that are
being carried out by Jain Irrigation Ltd., |
decided to work at the Gandhi Research
Foundation (GRF). | was fascinated by
Gandhiji's idea of 'Gram Swaraj' after
seeing the interactive museum - Khoj
Gandhiji Ki. Even though | had no
background in Gandhian philosophy,
| was keen to contribute in whatever
way | could as | have always been
passionate about social impact work.
Especially the late chairman of GRF, Shri
Dharmadhikariji was happy to see that
| had shown interest in working for the
Foundation. He motivated me to read
more books on and by Gandhiji so as to
understand his ideas in depth and how
they can be implemented and made
morerelevantfortheyounggeneration.
He wanted me to continuously explore
ideas on how the GRF can be promoted
and make the Gandhian principles work
in practical reality. He had suggested to
make “Khoj Gandhiji Ki” our in-house
magazine to be published monthly
rather than quarterly and | am happy
to express that since January 2019 we
have been publishing the magazine
monthly. He was happy to know that
we have launched the BaBapu150

R W aiftflet @ | SN, 020

program where we plan to make the
villages self-sustainable by identifying
the core problems and advising
appropriate solutions. This program has
been a huge step forward towards the
idea of 'Gram Swaraj', where we make
sure that the young generation of the
local village actively participates in the
program as we want them to lead their
villages in the future. Dharmadhikariji
had a lasting impression on me as he
worked tirelessly throughout his life for
women's empowerment. He believed
that women should be given equal
opportunities in all aspects of life. Thus,
he encouraged me to involve more
women in various activities of GRF.
During his last address to the Board of
the Gandhi Research Foundation, at

Jain Hills, he spent time elaborating on
the objectives of the Foundation and
the great responsibility of the young
generation in taking the legacy of the
Bade Bhau forward.

In this vein, | want to explore
further on how Gandhian ideas can be
reinvented in today’s time, specifically
for young citizens and how they can
help people in rural areas of India. |
also want to promote this model of
development so that it can be adopted
in other developing nations around the
world.

Smt. Ambika A. Jain,

Gandhi Research Foundation, Jalgaon

X X3

Justice Dharmadhikari at a women's campaign against female feticide, in 2010. Sharing the
dais are Mrs. Jyoti Jain, Mrs. Smita Wagh, Mrs. Bharti Sonawane and Mrs. Vasanti Dighe.
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A new book released: "Gandhi on Health"

"This book shows that Gandhi intended, 100 years ago, to become a professional
British-trained M.D., that after abandoning that idea and criticizing Western medicine
he practiced amateur healing for the rest of his life (sometimes with notable success),
that he admired some Western-type doctors and would sometimes discard his
own dogmas about health care, that he practiced palliative care (for Kasturba) and
euthanasia(!), and that he foresaw that the right to subsidized health care could be
maintained only if the people perform their corresponding duty of taking good care

of themselves in terms of exercise, weight, hygiene etc...."

- Prof. Mark Lindley, USA

To order copies, Please contact: info@gandhifoundation.net; M.: 9422775918
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(On Khoj Gandhiji Ki being bilingual) "Very good to
have these, thank you. | liked the articles | could read
(English). Dhanyawad."

Michael Nagler, USA
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In the October - November 2019 issue, Ashwin Zala's

poem "l am Gandhi Teerth" was superb. Each stanza is

appealing. | hope he continues to write such impressive
pieces.

The programme on the Mahatma by the differently-
abled children was very inspiring. A very good theme
indeed.

That the magazine is carrying Gandbhiji's
autobiography as a series, I'm sure, helps the readers to
know the depth of his thought and practice. This assumes
significance as people understand little about Gandhiji
and his great life, and geteasily carried away by rumours.

The 'Sustainability: Learning from Gandhiji's' article by
the youngsters is good, and appreciable. It is necessary
that GRF activities are given prominently in every issue.

| have a suggestion. The country is passing through
challenging times, for good and otherwise too.

Khoj Gandhiji Ki may regularly publish articles,
discussions and experiential narrations on Gandhiji's
basic principles and the non-violence response he gave
to practical problems such as socio economic disparity,
inequality, unemployment and the plight of farmers,
deterioration of agriculture, rural degradation and violent
attack on women.

A discussion as well, could be initiated on these
issues and over the systems Gandhiji had to handle such
situations,and publish them. Thatwill make the magazine
contemporary in its treatment.

Radha Bhatt, Kausani, Uttarakhand

This is a sincere effort. The article about vinoba is very
interesting.

Lokesh Jain
It is very much informative and useful for us.

Pushpa Motiyani, Gujarat

D. K. Oza, Chennai *®
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At 2, there was an Interview with some members of the
Communist Party of India to whom Gandhiji said that political
workers, whether Communist or Socialist, must forget today
all differences and help to consolidate the freedom which
had been attained. Should we allow it to break into pieces?
The tragedy was that the strength with which the country
had fought against the British was failing them when it came
to the establishment of Hindu-Muslim unity. With regard to
the celebrations. Gandhiji said: "I can't afford to take part in
this rejoicing, which is a sorry affair.."

- Mahatma Gandhi, Calcutta, August 15, 1947
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