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Abha Gandhi (2nd left) Mahatma Gandbhi,
Durga Mehta (centre) and others at a
Tulsi tree planting ceremony at,
Sevagram Ashram, 1946.
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As the world is grappling with
the ecological crisis, Gandhiji
had prophetically, led India into
a way of life of phenomenal
sustainability. His fundamentals
are now the guiding spirit
of global agenda such as
Millennium Development Goals
and Sustainable Development
Goals. A team of students of the
PG Diploma in Sustainable Rural
Reconstruction of the GRF, have
brought about the Gandhian
insight on sustainability in the
following article.

- Editor
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Modern life style of humans has
led the world to a survival crisis. The
earth is getting warmer because of
human development efforts. Global
land temperature in May 2012 was the
warmest May temperature since the
record keeping began in 1880." As the
climate change intensifies, “one of the
scariest prospects is that we will witness
large scale ecosystem collapse.”? We
hear that every day a dozen species are
getting extinct once for all, because
of human intervention. Experts warn
that at this rate, life on earth would be
endangered.

Right minded people campaign
for reducing carbon foot print, to earn
carbon credit by undertaking climate
resilient production. People who
understand the limits to growth argues,
like E F Schumacher, for small initiatives
by local communities. Religions say, as
we have no right to create, we do not
have the right to destroy either.

In this respect, humanity is trying to
understand how to save life on earth,
and make life in tune with it.

Sustainability questionemerged asa
prominent debate as part of this search.

Gandhiji whose life and work was
guided by the principles of Truth and
nonviolence, is viewed as one of the
protagonists of the sustainability
debate. He said that, life is Sat - real, it
is part of the Truth or God, and we need
to uphold life, unconditionally. Killing
or disturbing life of any kind by any
means is violence, he argued. For him,
nonviolence sustains life, therefore, it is
the law of life; and violence takes away
life, therefore cannot be the order of
life. The uniqueness of Gandhiji was,
he created systemic responses to the
challenges of life to ensure that life is
upheld in all its fullness, in a manner
thatis sustainable.

IRER—TGwR, 209%| w didftadt @ 3



Sustainability, in the world of
production, is widely understood
as an outcome of practices like rain
water harvesting, recycling wastes,
energy efficiency, clean energy (non-
conventional energy such as solar,
wind energies), and becoming organic.
However, Andrew J. Hoffman, Holcim
Professor of Sustainable Enterprise at
the University of Michigan, maintains
that these are only ‘tinkering around
the edges’ and we need to look for ways
to actively transform the enterprise.> He
argues, it is not sufficient that we try to
reduce unsustainability; it is important
we strive for creating sustainability.

The term sustainability implies
deeper sense of consistency. Present
generation understands it as the ability
tolastlong, and ‘the capacity of humans
to coexist with nature.* In the bodily
sense, itis maintaining the homeostasis.
In the economic connotation, it means
a method that is in harmony with
life. It is also defined as the process of
producing, distributing and consuming
material needs of humans in a manner
thatis in harmony with ‘self, society and
nature.

Digging into the writings and works
of Gandhiji, helps us learn the essence
of sustainability. He considered that the
present greed driven material lifestyle
is irreligious and those who are in it
appear to be half mad. According to
the teaching of the Prophet Mohamed,
Gandhistated, thiswould be considered
a ‘satanic civilization’, Hinduism calls it
‘Black Age'. For, it seeks to immorality
in the name of morality and to increase
bodily comfort, and it fails miserably
even doing so.>

Talking about machines, Gandhiji
said in his seminal book ‘Hind Swaraj’
that machines impoverish humanity.®
When intensified mechanization is
brought about, with the intention
of serving the humanity, it did so
by impoverishing a large section of
humans as well as the other species of
the earth at large. He was against all
machines that replaced fellow humans,
or fellow living beings.

Instead,  Gandhiji  advocated
instruments that lessened human
drudgery, such as bull driven plough,
hand spun charkha. This is however, he
cautioned, notto be takendogmatically,
but for the spirit of it. By which he
meant, he was not against machines as

8 i aifeof @ | SRRER-TIRR, 2098

such, but against those which allowed
exploitation and suppression.’

As a sustainable way of living,
Gandbhiji advocated bread labour based
living which, on the one hand, while
allowingindividual toearn onlyasmuch
as one’s body permits, thereby, does
not permit him/her to grow in his/her
greed, and on the other hand, helped
him/her enjoy good health — physical
labour being lifestyle gym.

In order to effectuate an ethical life,
he compiled a set of values and made
people take it as a vow. He called them
eleven vows (ekadas vrat).

In order to ensure that our
production and distribution do not
spend excessive energy in unnecessary
transportation,  Gandhiji insisted
on neighbourhood production and
consumption. He called it swadeshi.

His idea of sustainability, is not
confined to economics alone. He was
talking about a political order that is
decentralized, governed by people
more directly, to that extent, concrete
subjective and healthy. Large systems
are likely to be too complex for compre-
hension by commoners, and to that ex-
tent, allow others (experts in the system
operation) to dominate and exploit the
innocents and less informed people.

From his writings, it is understanda-
ble, Gandhi had a more comprehensive
idea of sustainability. We can draw four
salient features from his thoughts, for
sustainability.

a) Economic endeavour must sub-
scribe to the well-being of con-
cerned individual’s life, in the sense
of empowering the body, enabling
the mind, and ennobling the soul.

b) Economic endeavour of individual
must be in harmony with the
interest of the neighbours and the
society. That which is not good for
the society cannot be considered
to be good for individual, even
if it seems to deliver good to
someone. There has to be a
consistency between individual
goal and social purpose.

¢) Material progress has to be with
self-restraint. Earth is limited.
Hence, human greed cannot
be the driving force of human
consumption. It is human needs,
survival requirements that ought
to be pursued. Consumption and

possession of anything, if the
absence of which would not hinder
life, would be considered asstealing
from mother nature. Accordingly,
wealth in excess of what is essential
need, is stealing.®

d) A life in harmony with the law of
nature is considered as a life of
Truth and nonviolence. In that
sense, Gandhiji was against any act
thatchallenges the dictatesand will
of nature. Be it modern medicine,
mechanization, automation or
concentration (be it wealth, power
or possessions) that makes humans
to live longer and stouter than the
mother earth expects one to live.
This principle based life is called a
life of non-possession. '

In this manner, Gandhiji proposed
a life of consistency with fellow beings,
society (nation) and nature, as a life of
truthandnonviolence.Itisalifeinsisting
upon the Truth. He called it satyagraha.
A life that fights against temptations of
all kind and rein mind to lead a life in
obedience to the dictate of the Truth.
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DT IR T ATI I8 U Gall w7 21 e RfeRifefa &
qTel H IS &, I8 T b 7@ H e iel g3 |
bt BRI

9 $HU & SRM gl faeafiemer & & fawar &t mheR
QT YRR AT AT H TSl g SUferd <1 Ol Hem F AR
& It iail Y e IRORT Y MR DY IR ) S e
g I @ weiia Rig bt At § forvar am wieft dief &
FECRAT Blet B Q1 B TP Tl 39 DA § Yol R1g 3 ae
fIftre are gt TaATel @ TR fohaT| gft e arfem §
IPNT S TR & B AT ferd dg 7 qger 3iR
EHTFRRIT R e St BricH TR fham ol g &) prigH!
T JUfRAT #iraii & et 1 Sfia foram e

T i &t Hefthel BT oA

et

9 &y &1 feTaaf & gag uRon M, IRM-mmomRE, fER
BT, sgH, et frdteror, wteren avemo, U7 atd,
g T, @ BaTs SR BRf Q) BT & fofy e o1 SR
IR 3 TN 5 AT &1 399 & rerran frfamreff grRr s
g hHT ARPhID ERIER T Sireht oft| farfaiffa g
faftrs fawa w oaf-warg qer oniftr 7 Joa @1 w9 & forg
Tt WAl o1 STRITSI faha ST e

39 $Y & SR QI IR FIpicren DRIHH TR by T &
Rl fafirsr ol & ol T 9 ol At Y Hetd IRgd
CARIE

frfarrfafat ¥ fomam argva

TIRT 35T Y Ot T YFGaHRT Uehed BT 3dciie, UIeiar g
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FHIG PRIHH P QR FAGT P 8Y A2l o 1 H AfJepr S, ol M gefurer w@

JHT9 BRI

9 MY &Y &b AT BrRiHT H
=g JAff & U A S e Rivesa
ot & AeRA iR Aieht Rerd wraveem
P FaTeId NP oiF IuRRAT o1 39
T FRipH | Sufeyd frfdRiffar
J i 1N S P B AqATA YL
HISUSYH & AT & IR § T It
HRIAC &b TR H I8 T FATA BT IR
S U 39 SN F et b g S,
HeReATeTsT! SIF & Hesyof Td IRe Sfas
Ta & fafde uge] & SUfRd Fateti &l

AT, RET 3R Aol & forg wmeft el &1 v

eft oftef IR ufer af g 0,000 @
31ferep JetTepTcll 3T & | 3T aTel JeTepIeit
& foT g GRT 988 JT T AGTR §
& forq fafre ore Y e 5 g fan
ST RET 21 sl IR |Aren § 1SO & siafa
ieft ctef A WAt F o, wafaRer g
GR&T & Ao H A -THT R GUR fohar
SaT 2 ' 8§ AR FRfedr gk
Ul ATUGT SR Hf3Ter & forg
23 A % RyaR 2098 IR T T
T 1 NIDM, New Delhi (National
Institute of Disaster Management)
qorT JergT, g & Hgh wU | AT
CAR T MG PIREAI S I GRS B CIDT
W QU H BRI T A fhar T
o7l T PRI § IR I &b Pl
4y TR SURRE 9 I TR W

PRNG AU Ud  AR<picrd FaeH

& i diidtoit @ | SRRER—TIR, 09%

AT PRRAT| JaReATersll i = 57 Bl
ufersT e, Sfta o dhet g1 2 dt BE
R b AT PIS fAeped T 2, VT H
oft arenes S 7 feam| S sRAIe a S+t
F UEfl W IY T T Bl TR
< &Y T o Si SRS T8 ot et
®Y A qEIRTE dwdl B AR e areft
B 1 98 9T A g5 g RiEm 15,
S ST A foram 8, 98 AUt Pl arod
ST 21 ST & QIR U & AT @l
ST 9N ARG Sushdl § o fopar
ST 81 SR 91 § A1 Sushut

Ferel & I fagH prfemer 9 Sufrd
o | Sy XISTT A AIETAT — 8% fasT=
g, et Rad BreUSeE, STerlla SRy
ol qem RPN Rl | IR,
fereneff, mmere, FEHTICTD, FYRCX,
qrfgefd (Guide), FaeH & & faoms
3 PRI H AgHT gY A

o BrRieer § . Tgrolt dQmrear
(HER™e Iede, THargeid, = fagh)
J IUIdDIfe TawATT  Hl FREAT
g frafRa o & AFGe & IR den
amuTAeTfer RRIRT § YR 6 Apicrds
ERIER DT B YA: T fovarm ST e
2 39 fivg W oo feR wga fhu)
1. oo T (Harerd, Snfdhararett e
IfSTIH 9T 9gRTY ) = AP ERIER,
TR PT ARG PR H I IMGHT i
fFrhT TAT TIRRATIT TR Fh1T STeT|

6 T F Rl BRI § STk R
SufRya fafewrffal & & ufaffee diR
R IR fafgRifal 7 = st ek
fopq 1 e arfcifert & gRr wft wgfiar
T JHIOOH UG fop |

forfariffa & srffrumar: Aot garen 4
3T AT HUF AT by I & B
B 1T J'T TR aR R 2l

IRt IMek: el & foRy @r
AR g DY forT UpR A 95 SR
ST T1fRT T8 e b e

famrer srren: 59 U o F wefish &
AR BT Forcien & ST g & ot 1ig §
STIEPR STOT AGcd S T FHeeR—T el gl

faae ¥ : wfhea fawr, AmTirs
ot iR Aqca it F=h A1 & s
¥ forg g &y Iugh g1 fammar, sagr
AT 3R FHY T AT H9 39
& SR i 1

PIRIR RBIMR: Most Impor-
tant thing | would take home is not
to waste food and take according to

my ability. Going to teach and share
this thing to all at home.
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FIHE AT B &Y

3 PRICAT H 3MUTdeTfer e &

AT AT FIR AT A1RY, AerRrRecs
arft @1 WRewr $ fRAr Sg o ger
TRG BT R B PRAT AR q1fh
Al do fe Tb| 39 vy & 3rferp
IRCARRARIE]
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Mare w5 g T, IR Afed
R AT IR A Profe g et SUFRIT

JMB
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T A T ST9 H MTaeh! (T, T, =) AT H die &
foru ORa = Tt 21| 3T F 59 ST H foRge a1 e R
<1 § | 3MYP! fiie a1 Fwa0r af # ot 4 < gaT g1 o1 4 e
B & 915 F 37T b 3MUDT 121 foRg AhT| fh 31T forRa=
1 VIR 31T €| 311U ST 918 T1d e | 3T ST T 72T Tg]
% G T G T HH | H qT (|ST) JATIehT 3R AR FER
BT o3 JoT a9 &1 gl 5RT N 7 BRAT
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— TgreH et

There was a time when | was able to persuade you (M. A.
Jinnah) to speak in our mother tongue. Today | venture to
write in the same. | had already invited you while | was in jail.
After my release | have not written to you so far. But today |
am prompted to do so. Let us meet when you wish to. Please
do not regard me as an enemy of Islam and the Muslims here.
| have always been a friend and servant of yours and of the
whole world. Do not dismiss me.

-Mahatma Gandhi
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