
The Beautiful Tree: Indigenous Indian 
Education in the 18th Century (1983): 

Comprehending the Democratic 
Traditions of Indian Education

Did you know that prior to the introduction of English education in India, there were over 

one lakh village schools in Bengal alone? Find out more about the nature of indigenous 

Indian education in the fifth session of “Revitalizing India”, a webathon in celebration of 

Dharampalji’s birth centenary. This session is inspired by Dharampalji’s quest to 

understand the multifarious quantitative and qualitative aspects of the indigenous Indian 

education system. In this session, Dr. J.K. Bajaj will present a summary of Dharampalji’s 

widely celebrated work entitled The Beautiful Tree (1983) and briefly discuss some of its 

most important features in a dialogic interaction with Dr. Ankur Kakkar.
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